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Table. Quality Criteria

Abstract headings are consistent with structured abstract format.
Data in abstract are consistent with text, tables, and figures.
Data or information in the abstract are presented in the text, tables,
or figures.
Years of study and length of follow-up are provided.
Results for Main Outcorme Measures are presented in Results section
(avoid selective reporting).
Results are guantified with nurmerators, denominators, odds ratios,
and confidence intervals where appropriate.
Absclute differences rather than relative differences are presented
wherever possible {eg, “Mortality declined from 6% to 3%" rather than
“Mortality declined 50%").
8. For randomized trials, analysis is identified as intent-to-treat
or evaluable patient analysis.
9. For surveys, response rate is provided in Results or Design.
10. For multivariate analysis, factors controlled for in model are briefly
«  Ssummarized.
11. Conclusions follow from information contained within the abstract.
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Category Criterion
Objective Was any information on the objective given?

Was the objective explicitly stated?

Was the main objective distinguished from secondary ones?
Design \Was any information on the research design given?

Were technical descriptors* used?

If a follow-up study, was the duration given?
Setting \Was any information on the setting given?

\Was the level of clinical care (e.g., primary care) indicated?
Subjects Was any information on the subjects given?

Were common demographic characteristics given?

Were technical descriptors® of subject selection (e.g., random
sample) used?

Was the number of subjects indicated?

Were the response and refusal rates indicated?

Was the number of dropouts and losses indicated?

If the samples were matched, were matching characteristics
given?

Interventiont

\Was any information on the intervention given?

\Was a description given?

Was the duration indicated?

Measurement of Variables

\Was any information on the measures given?

Were the variables explicitly given?

Was the source of data given?

If the measurements were subjective, was blinding (or
nonblinding) of the observer mentioned?

Results

Were any results given?

\Were they directly related to the objective?

\Were the appropriate numeric data given?

Conclusions

Were any conclusions drawn?

Were they directly related to the objective?

Were they consistent with the resulis?

Were the study's limitations mentioned?

Were the study's implications mentioned?
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